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Hello Sue!

Thank you so much for signing up for the 5-Day Musical Assessment
Challenge! I’m so excited to start this challenge. When I first started
teaching, I thought assessment was simply having students complete
something with paper and pencil…I had no idea how many ways there
were to assess students as musicians! Hopefully, with this challenge, you’ll
walk away with LOTS of ideas for assessing your students, improving your
instruction, and tracking data!

Each day, I’ll send an email in the morning. Then, at 7:00 p.m. Eastern, I’ll
do a Facebook Live video (click here to follow Mrs. Miracle’s Music room
on Facebook to make sure you don’t miss it.)

There will be great discussions in my FB group as well, so if you haven’t
yet, <<join here.>>

Before we dive right into today’s email - I want to give you a quick summary
of the week's challenge. Each day we'll cover assessments for a different
grade level, from Kindergarten-4th grade! By the end of the challenge, you
should have lots of ideas for creating and using assessments in the music
room. You'll also be sharing your ideas and gathering ideas of other music
teachers!

So let’s start with Kindergarten!

Assessment with Kindergarteners can be tricky. They are just learning how
to read, they’re not solid at following directions or focusing, and they are
not quite independent. However, there are lots of great ways to assess
them and see where they are at with any concept.
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https://el2.convertkit-mail2.com/c/75uzwpve7h8h884zw/e5uph7/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL2dyb3Vwcy8xNjQ1Njg4NjE1NzI0MjA3Lw==


One of my favorite ways to assess Kindergarteners is to have them vote on
their answer; you can even have them use a visual. Let’s talk loud/quiet, for
example. After learning the comparatives loud and quiet, you can hand
students a loud/quiet sign (download one for free here). Each of them has
the visual folded in half, with loud on one side and quiet on another. Then,
you can either sing or speak known songs or chants loudly or quietly (such
as “Lucy Locket” or “Engine Engine”), or have them listen to pieces of
music that are either loud or quiet, and students simply show you what they
hear!

To track how students are voting, you do not have to write down how every
single student votes. Instead, write down the names of students who are
absent, and then for each question, write down the names of students who
are answering incorrectly, with a minus next to their name for each answer
they answer incorrectly. (If you’re worried about knowing 600+ names of
students, see this blog post for some strategies.) After the assessment is
done, if you see several minuses next to a students’ name, you know they
are struggling, but if you see nothing next to a students’ name, you know
they understand the concept well!

This strategy could also work with other musical opposites, such as
fast/slow and high/low. I would suggest being very specific in the selections
you choose, though, so that the answer is very clear.

I hope this gives you a good idea of how to assessing in Kindergarten,
using material they already know. Tune into today's training on Facebook
Live today at 7:00 p.m. EST (or catch the replay if you can't be around at
that time!) I will share more ideas for assessing Kindergarteners, using
centers!

Your challenge for today: After reading this email, and either before or
after watching the Facebook Live video, choose one assessment
you’d like to try with Kindergarten which covers musical opposites,
or comparatives. Head on over to the Facebook group and post on the
Day 1 challenge post with the assessment you’re planning on using, or if
you plan on trying the loud/quiet assessment in this email.
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That’s it, Day 1 is in the books, and you’re thinking about Kindergarten
assessments. Make sure to tune into my live training today to learn about
how to assess Kindergarteners in centers. Also check out my Instagram
feed today for a post about assessment! You can use the hashtag
#assessmentchallenge for any posts on IG you’d like to share.

See you at 7 p.m. Eastern!
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